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Report Highlights:  

Rice export prices remain high due to tight domestic supplies and concerns about the current drought 
that cut MY2019/20 off-season rice acreage by half.



Market Tone

Rice export prices remain high due to tight domestic supplies and concerns about the current drought, 
which is expected to adversely affect MY2019/20 off-season rice production.  So far, MY2019/20 off-
season rice acreage has declined approximately 50 percent as the government did not supply irrigation 
for rice production due to critically low reservoirs in the lower northern regions and the central plains.  
Foreign buyers are reportedly seeking white and parboiled rice from Vietnam and India, which is U.S. 
$60-70/MT cheaper than Thai rice.        

Rice Export Update

Unofficial and preliminary rice exports (excluding Hom Mali fragrant rice) for January 6-12, 2020 
totaled 89,377 metric tons, up 70,409 metric tons from the previous week and up 16,876 metric tons 
from the four weeks moving average of 72,501 metric tons (Table 2).  Rice exports from Jan 1 – 12, 
2020, totaled 108,282 metric tons, down 59 percent from the same period last year.



Table 2: Weekly Rice Exports (Excluding Hom Mali Fragrant Rice) 
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